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Public Participation at Board Meetings

The board of education shall conduct its meetings in accordance with the
Nebraska Open Meetings Act.

The board shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the public’s right to hear
the discussions and testimony presented at its meetings. The board shall make
available at the meeting, for examination and copying by members of the public,
at least one copy of all reproducible written material to be discussed in open
session of the meeting.

The board is not required to allow citizens to speak at each meeting, but it will
provide the opportunity for public participation at least four times per year. The
board may make and enforce reasonable rules and regulations regarding the
conduct of persons attending, speaking at, videotaping, photographing, or
recording its meetings.

The board shall not require members of the public to identify themselves as a
condition for admission to the meeting, nor shall such body require that the name
of any member of the public be placed on the agenda prior to such meeting in
order to speak about items on the agenda. However, the board shall require
members of the public desiring to address the board to identify themselves,
including an address and the name of any organization represented by such
person unless the address requirement is waived to protect the security of the
individual.
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Ralston Board of Education
Public Comment Procedures

The Ralston Board of Education appreciates the public's right to provide public
comment.  It is the practice of the Ralston Board to listen to the public comment,
without discussion between the public and the Board.  Should you have a question
or ask for follow-up from the Board, the Board President or Chair of the meeting
will direct the Superintendent to address the requests and provide additional
information to you as appropriate.  We ask that you refrain from personal
comments about individuals and the use of vulgar or inappropriate language in
addressing the Board. 

The following will help guide the Public Comment agenda item at Board Meetings
and Public Hearings:

1. Persons speaking during Public Comment will be called forward
individually by the Board President or Chair to the location identified for
such purpose.

2. The board will generally allow a total of 30 minutes for the presentation of
all public comments.  Individuals may only speak one time per topic and
must limit comments to around three (3) minutes.  In the event more than
10 individuals wish to address the board, the 30 minutes will be divided
equally between the number of speakers. At the discretion of the Board
President or Chair, speakers may be allotted additional time.

3. Each individual speaking to the Board will be required to identify himself
or herself prior to giving public comment or when related business is on
the agenda.  A “Record of Appearance” card is provided for this purpose.

4. Persons wishing to appear will be heard in the order in which the Board
President or Chair of the meeting determines appropriate.

5. In cases where more than one person wishes to speak on the same topic,
their presentations to the Board may, at the discretion of the Board
President or Chair, be grouped together by topic.

6. Persons speaking to the Board during public comment may make printed
materials available to the Board but may not use any other form of media.
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Public Participation at Board Meetings Form

Ralston Board of Education
PUBLIC COMMENTS

The purpose of “Public Participation” is for the Board of Education to hear
comments from the public.  Since comments are not on the published agenda the
Board will not discuss and/or answer questions during “Public Comments.”

The board will generally allow a total of 30 minutes for the presentation of all
public comments.  Individuals may only speak one time per topic and must limit
comments to around three (3) minutes.  In the event more than 10 individuals
wish to address the board, the 30 minutes will be divided equally between the
number of speakers. At the discretion of the Board President or Chair, speakers
may be allotted additional time.

PLEASE PRINT

Name ___________________________________________________  Date_________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ________________ Zip Code ______________

Subject of Public Comment: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


